N Alstonville
| Anglicans
Pentecost 2 - 14th June 2020

You are welcome to join us this week...

° cunday@@am, A short Anglican Service of Worship
Bam connect via webpage www.anglicans live

° cunday@epm & conversation approach, Join us via Zoom,
Link available on the website winrw anglican s live
Meeting ID: 234 099 491 Passvrord: 050920

° Anam Cara - a meditation group. Wednesday Yam via Zoormn,
Link available on the website winrw anglican s live
Meeting ID 880 0635 6975 Passwrord 52462477
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Sharing the Good Life
We acknowledge the Bundjalung people,
traditional custodians of the Land.
Our doors are open: LGBTQLA+ welcome here,
Streaming license CCLI #670910
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Thought for the

Week

The Scriptures this wesek are dense
with thernes  of
evangelism and the zeal of sharing
the Good Life. But what iz the first
step of being a follower of God? I
suggest  that 1t begins  with
experience, the experience of being
uttarly lowed and accepted by God.
With this in mind I inwvite you ko
read through this quote by Thomas
Mearton, Read it a few times. What
sings to yvou? Allow vour reading to

bea praver.

At the centre of our being 1= a polnt
of nothingness which 1z untouched
by sin and by illusion, .. a spark
which belongs entirely to God. This
little point of nothingness and of
absolute poverty 1z the pure glory of
God inus, It is God's name written in
us.lb iz like a pure diamond,
blazing with the invisible light of
heasren, It 1z in evervbody, if we
could see it we would ses these
billions of points of light coming
togathar in the face and blaze of the
that the
darkness and cruelty of life wvanizh
completely .. [ hawve no program for
this seeing. It is only given. But the

gate of

sun would make all

heavren 13 evervwhere,
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Welcome and
acknowledgement of
country

Sentence of the Day

The harwest iz plentiful, but the
labcurers are few; ask therefore the
Lord of the harvest to send out
his harvest,

labcurers ko

Matt hew 9.37-38




Opening Song

Here I am Lord

[, the Lord of sea and sky

[ hawve heard my people cry
Allwhodwellin dark and zin
by hand will save

[, who made the stars of night
['will make theirdarkness bright
Who willbear v light to them?
Whom shall Isend?

Here lam, Lord: 15 it [, Lord?
[ have heard vou

calling in the night

[wrill go, Lord, if vou lead me
[will hold

wour people in my heart

[, the Lord of snow and rain

[ hawve borne my people's pain
[ havve wrept for love of them
Thev turn sway

[wrillbreak their hearts of stonse
giva them hearts for lovealons
Iwiill speak my word to them
Whorn shall [send?

Here lam, Lord: is it [, Lord?
[ hawve heard vou

calling in the night

[wrill go, Lord, if vou lead me
[will hold

wour pecple in my heart
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I, the Lord of wind and flame
[will tend the poor and lame
[wrill set a feast for them

My hand will save

Finest bread I willprovide
till their hearts be satisfisd
I'will give my life to tham
Whorn shall Tsend?

HereTam, Lord: i3 ik I, Lord?
[ hawe heard vou

calling in the night

[wrill go, Lord, if vou lead me
[wrill hold

vour people in my heart

Damir] F.55oite
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Opening Prayer
Lat us pray to God

the Holy Spirit, saying,
"Come, Holy Spirit, come’,
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Corme, Holy Spirik, creator,

and renew the face of the earth,
Come, Holy Spirit, come

Corme, Holy Spirit, counsellor and
adwvocabe, Touch our lips that we
may prav aright and proclaim
wour word,

Come, Holy Spirit, come

Come, Holy Spirit,
powar from on high,



makeuszagents of peace
and ministers of wholeness,
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Come, Holy Spirit, giver of life,
breathe on your Church

and make usa living peaple,
haolv and free,

Come, Holy Spirit, come

Come Holy Spirit, bond of lowve,
pour your love into our hearts
that we may serve you with joy.

Reading

Matthew 9:35-108 (9-23)
Then Jesus want about all the
cities and willages, teaching in
their SYNAagofes, and
proclaiming the good news of the
kingdorn, and curing every
dizease and every sickness
When he saow the crowds, he had
compassion  for them, because
they were harassed and helplass,
like sheep without a shepherd.
Then he said to his disciples, "The
harwest iz plentiful, but the
laborers are few, therefore aszk
the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest
Then Tesus summonad his twelve
dizciples and gawe them authority
owear unclean spiriks, to cast them
o1k, and tocure every disease and

avery sickhness, These are the
names of the twelwe apostles:
first, Simon, alzc kncwn as Peter,
and his brother Andrew,; James
son of Zebedes, and his brother
Johrn;, Philip and Bartholomew,
Thorma: and Matthew the
collactor: James son of Alphaeus,
and Thaddaeus Simon  the
Cananasan, and Judas Iscariof,
the one who betrayed him, These
twelve Jesus sent oub with the
following instructions: 50
ncwhere among the Gentiles, and
anter no town of the Samaritans,
bBut go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. Az vou go,
proclaim the good news, 'The
kingdom of heaven has come
near)! ©Cure the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out
demons, You received without
pavment; give withoul pavment,
Take no gold, or silver, or copper
in vour belts, no bag for vour

tax

journey, or two o tunics, or
sandals, or a staff; for laborers
dezerve their food. Whatever

town o vwillage vou entar, find out
who in it iz worthy, and stay
there until vou leave, A5 vou
anter the house, greet it. If the
house iz worthy, lat yvour peace
cotme upon it buat if it iz not



worthy, let vour peace return to
ywoul, If anyone will not welcome
wouo or listen te your words,
shake off the dust from vour feat
as you leave that house or townn,
Traly I tell wou, it will be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom
and Gomorrah on the day of
judgrnent than for that town,
"Zea, [ am sending wvou oub like
shesep into the midst of wolves 5o
be  wise as  serpents  and
innocant as dowves, DBeware of
them, for they will hand wvou
ovar to council: and flog vou in
their synagogues; and you will be
draggad before gowvernors and

kings because of me, as a
testimony to them and  the
Gantiles, When thevy hand vou

ovear, do not worry about how
wou are bo speak or what yvou are
to say; for what vou are bo say
will be given to vou at that time;
for it is not vou who spealk, but
the Spirit of vour Father speaking

through vou Brother will
betray brother to death, and a
father his child, and children will
rize against parents and hawve
thern put to death; and vou will
be hated by all because of my
nare. But the one who endures
to the end will be saved. Whean
they parsecute you in one town,
flee to the next; for truly I tell
vou, vou will not have gone
through all the towns of Israel

before the Son of Man comes"

Sermon
{Rev Doug Bannerman)

Intercessory Pravers

Creakor God,

wou call us to love

and serve you

with body, mind, and spirit
through loving vour creation
and our sistersand brothers,
Dpen our hearts in compassion
and recelve these petitions

on behalf of the neads ofthe
church and the world,

That those who seelk power also
seak wisdorm

Lord have mercy

That wea listan to the poor, the
oppressed and creation

Lord have mercy

That children have nothing to
fear



Lord have mercy

That theaged and those with

dizabilitias fael safe
Lord have mercy

Thatwe live in harmony with

one ancther and cursalves
Lord have mercy

Hear cur pravers

that we mavy love vou with our

whaole being

and willingly share the concerns

of our neighbaors.
Amen.

Blessing

30d who has called you is
faithful

(3o into the world with joy,
forgive ganarously,

lovre exttravagantly,

livve abundantly,

and the Blessing of God,
the Father, the Sonand the
Holy Spirit, be upon yvou
now and forever, Amen.

Final Song
Colours of Day

1, Colours of day

dawn into the mind,

the sun has comeup,

the night is behind.
Godown in the city,

into the street,

and let's give the messags

to the paople wea meat,
So light up the fire
agnd et the flame burn,
Open the doar,

Izt Jesus return.

Tale seeds of his Spirit,
Izt the fruit grow,

tell the people of Jesus,
Iet his love show,

2. Gothrough the park,
oh inko the o n,

the sun still shines on,
it never goesdown.
The light of the world
1 rigen again,

the people of darkness
are neading our friend.

So light up the fire

and et the flame burn,
CDpen the docr,

Iet Jzsus return.

Take seeds of his Spirit,
Izt the fruit grow,
Teilthe people of Jesus,
let his Jove show,

3, Open vour eves,
look inte the sky,

the darkness has come,
the sun carmes to dis,
The evaning draws on,
the sun disappears,
but Jesus is living,

and his Spirit is near,



So light up the fire

gnd et the flames burn,
Cpen the door,

Izt Jesus return,

Take seeds of his Spirit,
Izt the fruit grow,
Tellthe people of Jesus,
Izt Ris lovs show,

Drersi Daaghity
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Update

Parish Council ek an
Wednesday 10th Tune to finalise
a application to the Diocese o
recpan in a COVID safe way,

Did you know?

COVID Lockdown

The rmonthly birthday group
hasnt been able to gather for
brealkfast, but we have been able
to get birthday cards outb to
friends celebrating a birthday
each maonth.

This photo also shows the beaniss _‘

the Sew Helpful group has mads
for the Winsome Hotel soup
kitchen, Jil  Arnstt from
Tregeagle will deliver 45 for the
p=ople needing a warm head this
wirntar,

Op Shop Extension

Work on  the Op Shop
extension has begun, We will
keep vou up-to-date as work
progresses,
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Zoom in....
Meeting ID: 934 099 691
Password: 030920
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Princess Diaries
Film Clip: The Princess Diaries
Mia is quite obviously nearly
invisible to everyone.
she says "someone sat on me

again”.
Discussion: On The Princess
Diaries
1. Who are the invisible people

|

in our community who feel
ike Mia or are like the people
Jesus saw in Matthew 90367

In our 536 program, we will be
praying about solidarity and
engaging with reflections by
Richard Rohr called the five
conversions. This week e
reflect on the first conversion

Invitation to Solidarity

Throughout  human  history,
countless people hawve been poor,
wulnerable, or oppressed in some
way. Those holding positions of
authority  within  systems  of
powar secure their own privilegs,
comfort, and  wealth—almost
always abt the expense of those
most on the margins Much of
history has been recorded to hide
this fact and instead celebrates
the so-called "“winners" [ call this
systermnic reality a form of sin, or


https://cac.org/invitation-to-solidarity-2020-05-24/

what the apostle Paul describes
ag the "the world" (Ephesians 2:1-
21, This type of corporate ewil iz
often  culturally  agreed-upon,
admired, and desemed necessary,
as 18 normally the case when a
country goes to war, spends most
of its budget on armaments,
admires nxariss ovar necassitias,
entertain:  itself to death, or
pollutes ks comrmon water and
air. The hidden nature of
gystermic oppression makes it all
the more remarkable that the
revelation of God in the Bible i
written from the perspective of
the oppressad, The Bible reveals a
liberating path of humility,
compassion, and nonviclenos in
the face of oppression  that
culminates in the life, ministry,
and state-sponsored execution of
Jesus,

We see in the Gospels that the
people who tend ko follow Jesus
ara the ones on the margins the

lame, poor, blind, prostitutes,
drunkards, tax collectors, and
foreignars, He lived in close

proaimity o and in solidarity
with the emcluded ones in his
sociaty, Those on the inside and
at the centre of power are the
ohes who cracify him: elders,
chisef priests, teachers of the Law,
scribes, and Eoman cocupiers, Yat
wa skill honour people in these
latter roles and shun the ones in
the former For the first thres

hundred wvears after Jesus' death,
Christians were the oppressed
minority, But by the vear
400 CE,, Christians had changed
places. We moved from hiding in
the catacombs to prasiding in the
basilicas, That 1z when we started

reading the PBible not as
subvearsive litaraturs, the story of
the opprassed, bk as

astablishrment literature to ustify
the status quo of peopla in power,
When Christians bBegan to gain
positions of power and
privilege, they also began to
lgnore segments of Soriptures,
gipecially the Sermon on the
MMount, Our position in socisty
determines what we  pay
attention to and what systerms
we are willing to "go along with.
This iz what allowed "Christian”
empires throughout history to
brutalize and oppress others in
the name of God. Sadly, this is
still the case today,

But when the PBible 1z read
through the eves of solidarity—
what we call the "preferential
option for the poor' or the "bias
from the marging'—it will always
be liberating, transformative, and
empowaring in a  completely
different way., Eead this way,
Scripture canhot be used by thosa
with power to opprass o impress,
The gquestion iz no longer "How
can I maintain my special and
sacure status? It is "How can we



all grow and changs together? 1
think the acceptance of that
inwvitation to solidarity with the
largar pain of the world iz what it
means toe be a  “Christian.

Refarennes:

Adapted from Richard Eohr, Tes, And . . .
Daily Meditations, [Franciscan Media: 2013,
37,39

Eager to Lowve: The Alternative Wayof Francis
of Assisi (Franciscan Media: 2014), 22, and
What Do We Do with Evil?: The World, the
Flesh, and the Devil (CAC FPublishing:
2019, 11.

The Five Conversions

If cneofthe primary markersofa
Christian life 15 solidarity as
modelled by Jesus, [ am afraid
that most of us still have a long
way togo, It's one of the reasons |
say that Christianity is skill in its
infancy. We are just taking our
first toddling steps towards a
more makure and embod ied faith,
Transformed teachers liks
Franciz of Assisi, Dorothy Day,
and countless  others, both
sainted and anonymous, hawve
inwvited us inko solidarity with the
poor and oppressed. When we
are comfortably centred, it is
difficult to move to the margins,
but that iz where we must go!

About fifty vears ago, a Brazilian
educatcr named Paule Freire
(1921-19971  wrote a  book
titled Pedagoev of the Opprassad
Freire worked for  literacy

amongst the poor in Brazil and
i_hile. His wWork bacame
influantial among many
libaration theclogians and those
struggling against unjust systems.
This book continues to impact my
thinking about what it means to
bea in selidarity with those on the
marginz It challenges manvy of
our precohceived ideas about
Christian "charity," "service" and
"ruiszion” It is some of the most
hurnbling subject  matter we
covar  in our  Living  School
curriculurm, Many of our selfless
and goodhearted students have
dedicated their lives to Christian
"sarvice! Yet they recognize the
ways those wocations, as they are
currently designed, often
reinforce dehurmanizing systerms
of Oppression and
marginalization. That paradcost iz
often what drives them to study
with us,

This week [ will introduce vou to
a teaching I hawve developed in
the Living School inspired by
Paule Freire's work that I call
"The Five Conversions” It can
offer us a path toward a more
authentic Christian life where we
recognize our deep connections to
gach other and choose to live in
solidarity with suffering.
Solidarity begins by becoming
aware of our own sccial location,
which iz cur place in sociaty, For
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me and most of my readers that
place 1z a starting peint of
privilega within the dominant
culturs, Lat's bagin:

The First Conversion to solidarity
18 bt hawe basic compassion for
the poor in general, or ohe poor
person, Throughout thiz
discussion, I will bs using ths
word 'ooor® In a2 verv specific
wav—Lthose who are powerless
dizraissed, or considered lesser in
society, This 12 far larger than
mere socholnle poverty, Sadly,
there seermns to bBe  many
Christians who don't even hawve
basic compassion for the poor In
the United States, we are pretty
much ftrained to blame peopls
who are poor, immigrants or
refugeeas, victims, or gavy, leshian,
of transgender people. Far too
many sserm to think, even if to
themsalves, that if "those peopls”
would simply work a litkle mors,
do things the right way, change
their minds, stay hidden, or just
"pravy a little harder” we'd all be
bettar off. The first convearsion is
whare we must begin, Cur hearts
must be softened, and we must
experience baszic sympathy,
empathy, and recognition of
ahotharperson's pain.

Refarenmes:

Adapted from Richard Eohr, Living School
syrraposinm presentation Movember 25, 2018],
unpublished; and

Interviews with Fichard Fohr,"From S=nrics to

Sclidarityr Living Schoal Al

Guartsry(Winter 20200

Accazmad fromn hitps ffeac ong fthe-second-
COMOYETSION -20R0-0 52081 #rsc tab=0,

Martin Luther King
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Ministers
Eactor

Associate

Farish Office;

Telephone;
Postal;
e-rnail:
wrebsite:

allthe baptized!
The RBeverend Dr Dezires Snyman 0402 754 959
priest@anglicans.live

The Eeverend John Kidson 0411 394 213
The Rewverand Gecoff Vidal 0447 545455
Life Groups Chaplain

The Reverend Greg Ezzv 0412 650742

The Ministry Centre, 5 The Avenuse, Alstonyville
SS2E 0231

PO Box 451, Alstonville WEW 2477
officel@anglicans. live

anglicans live

1 The Aveanue, Alstonville Tel: 5525 8777

We give thanks to God forall people making offertories to
the vision of God's Kingdom here onearth.

Option 1

Parish Provider these are the details:
BSB: 705 077 / Acc: 00032931

Option 2

Cheques can be posted to the address above or placed In our
locked letterbox, Before 12pm Fridays.

Sharing the Good Life

We acknowledge the Bundjalung people,

traditional custodians of the Land.

Our doors are open: LGBTQLA+ welcome here,

Streaming license CCLI #670910
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