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Sunday 18th June 2023 

Welcome 
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18th May – 25th June 

18th June  

9am 

Sunday  

Holy Communion Refugee Sunday 

19th June 

 

 

9am-12pm 

9am–3pm 

10am 

10am 

1pm 

Monday 

Parish Office 

Op Shop 

Anam Cara 

Deadline for bulletin items 

Sew Helpful 

20th June  

9am-12pm 

Tuesday  

Parish Office Closed 

21st June  

9am-12pm 

9am 

9am–3pm 

Wednesday 

Parish Office Open 

Anam Cara  

Op Shop 

22nd June 

 

 

9am-12pm 

9am-3pm 

9.30am 

6pm 

Thursday 

Parish Office Open 

Op Shop  

Play Place 

Anam Cara 

23rd June 

 

 

9am–12pm 

10am 

Friday 

Parish Office Open 

Holy Communion 

24th June  Saturday 

25th June 

 

 

9am 

Sunday 

Holy Communion  

 

This bulletin contains current announcements and the week’s calendar and the 
sermon notes from the previous Sunday. Use our welcome booklet for info and 
contact details for regular activities. Keep it as a reference tool.  We welcome 
any feedback on the booklet.../../../welcomeBooklet_v3.pdf  

 
 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/desireesnyman/Dropbox/communityEngagement/_communication/welcomeBooklet_v3.pdf
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A Message from the Campey family to St. Bart’s 
and the Alstonville Community 
‘Whilst in hospital and hearing and receiving loving and caring 

support messages, prayers and other gifts of good will, we 

could feel them from the whole community. 

The doctors and hospital staff have wonderfully worked out 

a recovery pathway for me. 

A big part of our faith is about the care and nurture for others, 

being the “hands and feet” of Jesus, making a difference in the 

world, serving others, being part of God’s Kingdom here on 

earth. 

Thank you all for being part of that living community. 

Wonder and Love from the Campeys.’ 

 
 

 

AREA Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser 
Saturday 24th June at Bunnings Ballina.  Three 

churches are providing a team of 5 volunteers.  Our team needs 5 

keen helpers from 1.30-4pm.  If you can help raise urgently needed 

funds, please contact John Noble on 0414 285 132.  

 

 

World Refugee Day 
Community Refugee 

Sponsorship Australia 

(CRSA) and Ballina 

Region for Refugees are 

jointly sponsoring the 

visit of the Governor 

General to promote 

Community Refugee 

Sponsorship Australia and the Community Refugee Integration 

and Settlement Pilot (CRISP).  The event will be held at the 
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Lennox Head Cultural Centre on 20 June (World Refugee 

Day).  The program will include a panel of speakers 

representing the three families who have settled in Byron and 

Ballina Shires and a member from each Community Support 

Group. Follow the link below to RSVP to the event. 

file:///C:/Users/offic/Downloads/Ballina%20invitation%20(1).pdf  
 

To Make You Smile 

 

 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/offic/Downloads/Ballina%20invitation%20(1).pdf
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Sermon Sunday 11th June  

By Geoff Vidal 
 

The world has not yet recovered from all the things 

interrupted by COVID 19. Families are having their lives 

devastated by the many deaths from COVID which continue 

but are not regularly reporting in our media. Businesses 

succeed or fail depending on how well they deal with 

interruptions to the supply of material and disruptions to 

transport. A key element to success in any military operation 

is how well people of all ranks cope with interruptions. 

Generals in command must be able to deal with unexpected 

changes to the situation and, to be effective, soldiers and 

sailors need to show initiative and react quickly to any 

development in the battle. As a flying instructor I spent a lot 

of time training students to effectively deal with 

interruptions. 

 

How do you handle the interruptions which invariably occur 

in everyday life? What do you do when you have just served 

a meal and there is an interruption? Some people let their 

answering machine take care of inconvenient phone calls (or 

wait to hear who is calling before picking up the phone). 

Sadly, we don’t often have young children here with us at St 

Barts. When children are in church their parents are mostly 

anxious that the kids don’t make any noise which 

“interrupts” the service. And owners of mobile phones which 

ring during a service are embarrassed as they try to turn it 

off. I was very impressed by the gentle way Bishop Phillip 

dealt with a person who loudly interrupted an ordination 

service in our Cathedral. 

 

The Genesis reading today, reminded us of the story of 

Abram (who later became Abraham). His life as a wealthy 

75-year-old farmer was dramatically interrupted by God. We 
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are told that the Lord said to him “go from your country and 

your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you”. Abram went and this life-changing move was 

followed years later by another totally life-changing 

interruption to the lives of Abram and his wife Sari (now 

named Sarah). She became pregnant very late in life and 

their son Isaac was born. 

 

I’m sure you are able to recall the stories of many other 

Biblical characters who found their routine, peaceful lives 

interrupted by God: Noah, Moses, Job, Jeremiah, Jonah, 

indeed all the prophets. 

 

My thoughts on interrupted lives have been influenced by a 

lady named Peta Sherlock. She was one of the early women 

priests in the Anglican church here in Australia. Peta would 

probably prefer to be known as a scholar rather than a 

prophet.  Around 30 years ago, she would write each week 

some really helpful comments on the Gospel reading for the 

coming Sunday which were published in the Melbourne 

Diocese newspaper. 

 

The 18th century Scottish poet 

Robert Burns wrote Auld Lang 

Syne and is regarded as 

Scotland’s national poet. 

Biographers have described 

Burns as a “wilful agnostic”. In 

Burns poems he made it clear 

that he doubted the existence 

of God and the existence of an 

afterlife. He often criticized the church. One of his 

statements was that "Churches are built to please the 

priest". In Dunedin, which is in a very Scottish part of NZ, 

they erected a large statue of him just outside the Cathedral 
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with his back to the church. He is responsible for the well-

known quote “The best laid plans of mice and men often go 

astray”. 

 

I wonder if Robbie Burns was aware of this passage we heard 

today (chapter 9 of the Gospel according to Matthew). If he 

had read this part of the Bible and thought about it, he would 

have discovered that interruptions are a part of what Jesus 

brings to our lives. 

 

It’s a good idea for us to make allowance for unforeseen 

interruptions. It’s very wise for us to be prepared for the 

interruptions that Jesus can bring to the things we have 

planned for our lives. 

 

In this passage Jesus was the first one to interrupt. Jesus 

interrupted a man who was sitting down carrying on with his 

very lucrative job. Jesus saw the tax-collector Matthew 

working away at his job and said to him “follow me”. Out of 

the blue, this man was given a new opportunity. He was 

given a supporting role in ministry supporting someone he 

had never met before. 

The miracle is that Matthew simply got up and followed this 

person who brought new life. As he began this new life, 

Matthew invited his new leader and the other disciples to 

come and have dinner with him and his old workmates. The 

Pharisees didn’t like that. They asked the disciples “why does 

your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” It sounds 

more like an accusation than a question! 

 

There’s a couple of things to note here. These Pharisees who 

prided themselves in their knowledge of scripture and their 

conformity to it openly acknowledge Jesus as a teacher. 

Jesus overhears them and, not very subtly (actually quite 

sarcastically), Jesus says to these teachers, “go and learn 
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what this quote from the prophet Hosea means “(God says) 

I desire mercy, not sacrifice”. 

 

The next thing we are told is that Jesus was interrupted at 

his dinner. There is an extraordinary request made for Jesus 

to go and heal a young girl who had died. A leader of the 

synagogue who had nothing else to lose thought that, if this 

Jesus could touch his daughter, she would live. So, he bursts 

into the dinner party and asks Jesus to come to lay his hand 

on the girl. 

 

Then Jesus’ journey to this 

bereaved father’s house was 

interrupted by another lady in 

desperate need. She had been 

suffering for 12 years and she 

thought that, if she just touched 

Jesus’ cloak, she would be made 

well.  Jesus turns and sees her. He 

says to her, “Take heart; your 

faith has made you well”. We 

aren’t told whether this desperate 

woman has a big bucketful of faith 

or just faith the size of a mustard seed. However, she has 

faith and she is made well. This woman (whose name we 

don’t know) is able to return back into the society that had 

shunned her for years. Twelve years of living death is 

replaced by newness of life. 

 

Finally, at the synagogue leader’s house, when Jesus says to 

the crowd “Go away, the girl is not dead but sleeping” they 

laugh at him. But there’s yet another interruption.  The 

laughing crowd and the flute playing mourners are 

dramatically interrupted by life itself coming into their midst. 
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These events are all presented to those who read their Bible 

in a really matter-of-fact sort of way. Matthew tells this 

series of stories so simply and so quietly that we could easily 

miss the point.  

 

Matthew got up without a word and followed. Jesus got up 

without a word and followed. He told the crowd making all 

the commotion to “Go away!” 

 

New life comes immediately, silently, without commotion. 

The woman was healed by a touch. Jesus simply commended 

her for her faith.   

 

The girl was not dead, only sleeping, 

and once the musicians and the 

wailing crowd were dismissed, Jesus 

took her by the hand and she got up. 

 

These proceedings are followed by a 

noisy telling of the story being spread 

throughout the district, but the 

events themselves were quiet. 

 

There’s no doubt about it; no matter how well organised we 

are, interruptions will happen. Interruptions will spring up 

unexpectedly and demand our attention. Perhaps, when we 

are on our way to do something important, we will have 

something creep up on us and grab our coattails.  

 

That’s the way of it! Our real ministry is mostly quiet! 

Because faith that simply gets up and follows the call is 

mostly quiet. 

 

Even miraculous new life comes without fuss and commotion.  
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Sentence of the Day 
 

We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand. 

Romans 5.1–2 

 
 

Collect 
 

All-powerful God, 

in Jesus Christ you turned death into life, 

and defeat into victory: 

increase our faith and trust in him, 

that we may triumph over evil, 

in the strength of the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Matthew 9.35-10.8 
 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching 

in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 

them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a 

shepherd. 37 Then he 

said to his disciples, 

‘The harvest is 

plentiful, but the 

labourers are 

few; 38 therefore ask 

the Lord of the harvest 

to send out labourers 

into his 

harvest.’ 1 Then Jesus 
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summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease 

and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 

Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother 

John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 

tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 

Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the 

one who betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with 

the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, 

and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the 

good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Cure 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 

You received without payment; give without payment. 
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